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KEY DEVELOPMENTS 
 

 The overall humanitarian situation in Nepal has steadily improved following the April 25 

earthquake.  The UN reports that most of the damaged health facilities have resumed 

essential public services; relief organizations have delivered food assistance to more than  

2 million people in the 14 most-affected districts; and approximately 75 percent of 

earthquake-affected households have received shelter support.  In addition, early recovery 

activities are underway in some districts, according to the UN and other relief organizations.   

 The Government of Nepal (GoN) formally endorsed a long-awaited draft of the country’s 

constitution during the week of September 14 and signed the constitution into law on 

September 20.  During the same week, the GoN sought to pass a bill formally establishing 

the National reconstruction Authority (NRA)—the government body intended to oversee 

rebuilding after the April earthquake.  However, the Nepali Parliament was unable to agree 

on key elements of the bill, and the NRA cannot fund reconstruction and rehabilitation work 

without the bill in place.  The International Development Partner Group—led by the UN 

and comprising Kathmandu-based foreign diplomatic missions, including the United States—

has called on the GoN and Parliament to finalize the legislation, three months after an 

international donors’ conference raised more than $4 billion in pledges to rebuild the country. 

 Logistical challenges, which have persisted since the beginning of the earthquake response, 

are currently exacerbated by strikes at the Nepal–India border and limited fuel availability.  

Humanitarian organizations report that the lack of fuel has halted movement of goods into 

and within the country, including the delivery of essential supplies to earthquake-affected 

districts, many of which are in remote areas of Nepal.  Unrest in southern Nepal’s Terai 

region has also delayed procurement and distribution of critical winterization materials to 

help earthquake-affected populations prepare for the upcoming cold weather months. 

 

 

 

1 USAID’s Office of U.S. Foreign Disaster Assistance (USAID/OFDA) made available up to $34 million for the  
Nepal earthquake response in FY 2015. 

2 USAID’s Office of Food for Peace (USAID/FFP) 
3 The U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) made available up to $22.5 million for the Nepal earthquake response.  

 

HUMANITARIAN FUNDING  

FOR NEPAL IN FY 2015 

USAID/OFDA1 $33,529,119 

USAID/FFP2 $9,400,000 

DoD3 $21,146,289 

$64,075,408  
TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN 

ASSISTANCE TO NEPAL  

HIGHLIGHTS 

 Post-earthquake recovery activities continue 

 WFP utilizes trekking infrastructure to 

deliver aid 

 Number of earthquake-affected people 

requiring immediate food assistance declines 

 Government delays impede release of 

reconstruction funds 
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Houses Damaged by the 

Earthquake 

GoN – September 2015 

$422 
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Nepal Earthquake 2015 
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HUMANITARIAN ACCESS AND LOGISTICS 

 The April 25 earthquake resulted in a downturn in tourism and decreased income revenues for many communities across 

Nepal, particularly those in remote parts of the country that rely on trekking.  Utilizing the existing trekking infrastructure, 

the UN World Food Program (WFP) is providing economic opportunities to earthquake-affected people while delivering 

food and other emergency relief supplies to hard-to-reach areas of Nepal.  WFP’s Remote Access Operations (RAO) 

program is helping to rehabilitate trekking and community trails for the safe passage of supplies and linking people and 

goods to markets.  Five of the most remote earthquake-affected districts—Dhading, Dolakha, Gorkha, Rasuwa, and 

Sindhupalchok—are implementing RAO.  As of September 15, RAO had employed nearly 15,300 people and reached 

nearly 46,000 people with more than 430 metric tons (MT) of humanitarian cargo.   

 Following a reduction in operations due to funding shortages, the UN Humanitarian Air Service (UNHAS) resumed 

transportation of humanitarian cargo and personnel in Nepal in September.  WFP, the lead agency for the Logistics 

Cluster—the coordinating body for humanitarian logistical activities that comprises UN agencies, non-governmental 

organizations (NGOs), and other stakeholders—reports that UNHAS is implementing a partial cost-recovery funding 

model that requires UNHAS services users to pay 20 percent of the cost of transporting their humanitarian personnel and 

cargo.  Between April 25 and September 15, UNHAS transported more than 1,780 MT of cargo to more than 140 different 

locations on behalf of 153 organizations. 

 USAID/OFDA has provided nearly $10.6 million to partners, including WFP, to enhance humanitarian logistical capacity 

and provide emergency relief items to address the needs of earthquake-affected households in Nepal. 

 
DISPLACEMENT AND SHELTER 

 The most recent International Organization for Migration (IOM) Displacement Tracking Matrix (DTM) survey—

conducted from late August through early September in 120 displacement sites in 13 earthquake-affected districts—found 

that the number of people living in the assessed sites decreased to 58,700 from approximately 59,400 in the last DTM 

survey.  IOM noted that the decrease could reflect some household members returning to areas of origin to repair or 

rebuild their houses or people departing to seek better livelihood opportunities.  The proportion of females in the assessed 

sites has steadily increased during each DTM survey. 

 According to the Shelter Cluster, more than 532,000 households had received emergency shelter assistance, including 

plastic sheeting and tents, and nearly 260,000 households had received a household kit and/or blankets as of August 25.  

The cluster continues prioritizing hard-to-reach areas, tracking distributions at the Village Development Committee level. 

 IOM reports that, with assistance from USAID/OFDA and other donors, the organization and its local partners had 

provided shelter and relief commodities to more than 131,000 households as of September 17.   

 In FY 2015, USAID/OFDA supported humanitarian partners with more than $8 million for emergency shelter 

interventions across earthquake-affected districts of Nepal. 

   
HEALTH AND PROTECTION 

 The earthquake damaged or destroyed more than 900 health facilities in Nepal, according to WFP.  Working with the UN 

World Health Organization (WHO), WFP is helping establish temporary medical clinics in 11 earthquake-affected districts.  

Of 44 proposed clinics, 37 were constructed and two remained in progress as of September 15, according to WFP. 

 The UN Population Fund, on behalf of the Reproductive Health Sub-Cluster, distributed nearly 900 reproductive health 

kits to address the needs of approximately 115,000 people in the 14 most-affected districts as of mid-August.  In addition, 

sub-cluster partners worked with the GoN Ministry of Health and Population to bring reproductive health care—including 

health education, antenatal and postnatal checkups, family planning, laboratory testing facilities, management of sexually 

transmitted infections, psychosocial and gender-based violence (GBV) support services, and referrals—to more than  

61,000 people in the earthquake-affected districts, according to the UN. 

 The UN Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has established more than 200 child-friendly spaces that have served more than 

16,000 children in Nepal since the earthquake.  Child-friendly spaces address specific needs—such as protection, 

psychosocial support, and non-formal education—and are used as transitional structures bridging to early recovery and 

long‐term support for vulnerable children.   
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 To combat human trafficking, UNICEF has partnered with two local NGOs to scale up or establish 12 screening and 

interception points along the borders with China and India and within earthquake-affected districts.  UNICEF and local 

partners are also supporting 11 transit centers to support human trafficking victims with temporary shelter, psychosocial 

support, and relief items, as well as conducting surveillance and awareness-raising activities, in the most-affected districts.  

Such methods enabled authorities to intercept at least 725 people, including more than 330 children, at risk of being 

trafficked since the earthquake, according to UNICEF.  

 Since 2010, the USAID-funded Combating Trafficking in Persons (CTIP) program, implemented by The Asia Foundation, 

has worked with GoN stakeholders to combat trafficking and address the vulnerabilities of marginalized groups in Nepal, 

including survivors of human trafficking and GBV.  Following the April 25 earthquake, CTIP expanded operations to six 

earthquake-affected districts—Dhading, Dolakha, Lalitpur, Nuwakot, Ramechhap, and Rasuwa—to provide legal, 

psychosocial, and other services to help mitigate increased risks of trafficking and GBV associated with earthquake-related 

economic instability.  In FY 2015, USAID/OFDA supported the Asia Foundation with $450,000 for CTIP activities. 

 In total, USAID/OFDA has provided nearly $950,000 in FY 2015 to address health needs and $450,000 to support 

protection activities in Nepal.   

 
 

FOOD SECURITY 

 WFP reported on September 15 that an analysis by the Nepal Food Security Monitoring System (NeKSAP) found the 

number of earthquake-affected people requiring immediate food assistance has reduced three-fold to 530,000 across 11 

districts, aided by food and emergency relief commodity deliveries as well as improved access to functioning markets.  

Initially established by WFP, the GoN’s Ministry of Agricultural Development and the National Planning Commission are 

currently in the process of institutionalizing NeKSAP. 

 During WFP’s recently concluded second emergency response phase, the organization reached more than 978,000 people 

with nearly 8,300 MT of food commodities, including rice, pulses, and cooking oil.  WFP is currently implementing a cash-

for-work program to complement its food assistance activities.  The program, which enables populations to purchase 

available food at local marketplaces, provides cash in exchange for 10 days per month of asset-creation work, including 

community trail rehabilitation and tree planting.  WFP reports that the number of people reached with food and cash 

assistance in the second emergency response phase represents 100 percent of the people it planned to serve.  

 In FY 2015, USAID/OFDA provided more than $1 million to support agricultural, food security, and economic recovery 

interventions for earthquake-affected populations.  In addition, USAID/FFP provided $6.9 million to support WFP’s 

emergency food assistance operations in Nepal, as well as $2.5 million to ACTED, which is providing short-term 

livelihoods support to approximately 2,250 food-insecure households in five of Nepal’s most earthquake-affected districts.  

 
 

INTERNATIONAL ASSISTANCE 

 On September 18, the Government of Japan (GoJ) announced a $1 million extension of its emergency grant aid to WFP 

for the delivery of relief supplies to earthquake-affected populations.  The GoJ support will assist WFP air transportation 

for emergency commodities to isolated and mountainous areas. 

 The European Commission’s Directorate-General for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (ECHO) announced a         

€6 million—approximately $6.7 million—allocation under its current Humanitarian Implementation Plan to address 

ongoing humanitarian needs resulting from the Nepal earthquake.   

 As of September 30, the USG had provided more than $64 million for earthquake response efforts in Nepal, while other 

international donors had provided nearly $411 million, according to the UN.  Donors had funded at approximately  

$242 million—57 percent—of the $422 million requested in the UN flash appeal. 
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USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO NEPAL PROVIDED IN FY 20151 

IMPLEMENTING PARTNER ACTIVITY LOCATION AMOUNT 

USAID/OFDA2 

Agency for Technical Cooperation 

and Development (ACTED) 

Agriculture and Food Security, Economic Recovery 
and Market Systems (ERMS), Shelter and 
Settlements, WASH 

Dhading, Dolakha, Kathmandu, 

Sindhupalchowk, Solukhumbu Districts 
$1,941,649  

American Red Cross (AmCross) 
Logistics Support and Relief Commodities, Shelter 
and Settlements, WASH 

Nuwakot, Rasuwa Districts $534,920  

British Broadcasting Corporation 
(BBC) Media Action 

Risk Management Policy and Practice, Shelter and 
Settlements, WASH 

Affected Areas $199,603  

CARE 
Logistics Support and Relief Commodities, Shelter 
and Settlements, WASH 

Sindhupalchowk District $1,196,206  

Catholic Relief Services (CRS) 
ERMS, Logistics Support and Relief Commodities, 
Shelter and Settlements, WASH 

Gorkha, Lamjung, Nuwakot Districts $1,819,190  

Fairfax County Fire and Rescue USAR Affected Areas $3,099,891  

Handicap International (HI) Health 
Bhaktapur, Kathmandu, Lalitpur, 

Nuwakot Districts 
$300,000  

Heifer International Agriculture and Food Security 
Dhading, Gorkha, Nuwakot, 
Sindhupalchowk Districts 

$750,007  

IOM Shelter and Settlements Affected Areas $2,500,000  

 $64,155,699  

 $30,358,804   $30,244,168  

 $23,735,433   $22,584,287  
 $18,938,976   $17,913,716   $15,937,585   $15,233,000  

 $10,377,952  

USG United Kingdom Norway European

Commission

China Canada CERF** Japan Thailand Sweden

2015 HUMANITARIAN FUNDING FOR NEPAL*  
PER DONOR 

CONTEXT 

 On April 25, a magnitude 7.8 earthquake struck Gorkha in central Nepal, approximately 48 miles northwest of 

Kathmandu city, at a shallow depth of approximately nine miles, according to the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS). 

 The USG immediately issued a disaster declaration for Nepal due to the effects of the earthquake.  Within hours of the 

seismic event, USAID/OFDA activated a Response Management Team in Washington, D.C., and deployed a Disaster 

Assistance Response Team (DART)—including urban search-and-rescue (USAR) specialists—to Nepal. 

 On May 12, a magnitude 7.3 aftershock struck Dolakha, approximately 47 miles northeast of Kathmandu city, according      

to USGS.  The aftershock caused further casualties and damage in areas affected by the April 25 earthquake.  

 For nearly two decades, USAID/OFDA has supported disaster risk reduction (DRR) efforts in Nepal, including in 

Kathmandu Valley.  USAID/OFDA funding has enabled partners to identify, prepare, and preserve more than 80 open 

spaces in Kathmandu Valley for humanitarian purposes; pre-position critical emergency relief supplies; and strengthen 

earthquake response capacity at the local and national levels in collaboration with the GoN, NGOs, private companies, 

and local communities.  More information on USAID/OFDA’s DRR programs in Nepal and throughout South Asia is 

available at www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/working-crises-and-conflict/disaster-risk-reduction/resources.  

*Funding figures reflect contributions from the top donors as of September 30, 2015.  All international figures are according to the UN Office for the Coordination 

of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) Financial Tracking Service and based on international commitments during the current calendar year, while USG figures are 

according to the USG and reflect the most recent USG commitments based on the fiscal year, which began on October 1, 2014. 
**The Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) is a pooled humanitarian fund established and managed by the UN to support underfunded emergencies. 

http://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/working-crises-and-conflict/disaster-risk-reduction/resources
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Los Angeles County Fire 
Department 

USAR Affected Areas $3,227,175  

Medair 
Logistics Support and Relief Commodities, Shelter 
and Settlements, WASH 

Sindhupalchowk District $499,985  

Mercy Corps Shelter and Settlements, WASH Dolakha, Sindhupalchowk Districts $1,000,000  

National Society for Earthquake 

Technology - Nepal (NSET) 
Risk Management Policy and Practice Affected Areas $439,033  

OCHA 
Humanitarian Coordination and Information 

Management 
Affected Areas $500,000  

Oxfam/Great Britain (Oxfam/GB) Shelter and Settlements, WASH Nuwakot District $1,227,341  

Plan International Shelter and Settlements, WASH Dolakha District $1,000,000  

Save the Children/U.S. (SC/US) 
Logistics Support and Relief Commodities, Shelter 
and Settlements, WASH 

Dhading, Gorkha, Sindhupalchowk 
Districts 

$2,494,084  

The Asia Foundation Protection Affected Areas $450,000  

WFP Logistics Support and Relief Commodities Affected Areas $3,000,000  

WHO 
Health, Humanitarian Coordination and Information 

Management  
Affected Areas $699,893  

  DART/USAR Support Costs Affected Areas $2,708,879  

  USAID/OFDA Airlifted Relief Commodities Affected Areas $3,941,263  

TOTAL USAID/OFDA ASSISTANCE $33,529,119  

USAID/FFP3 

ACTED 
Emergency Food Assistance, Early Livelihood 
Recovery 

Affected Areas $2,500,000  

WFP 
Local and Regional Food Procurement Affected Areas $2,500,000  

1,640 MT of In-Kind Emergency Food Assistance Affected Areas $4,400,000  

TOTAL USAID/FFP ASSISTANCE $9,400,000  

DoD4 

  Logistics Support Affected Areas $21,146,289  

TOTAL DoD ASSISTANCE $21,146,289  

TOTAL USG HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO NEPAL IN FY 2015 $64,075,408  
 

1 Year of funding indicates the date of commitment or obligation, not appropriation, of funds. 
2 Includes committed and obligated amounts as of September 30, 2015.  USAID/OFDA made available up to $34 million for the Nepal earthquake response in FY 2015. 
3 Estimated value of food assistance. 
4 The DoD made available up to $22.5 million for the Nepal earthquake response. 

 

PUBLIC DONATION INFORMATION 

 The most effective way people can assist relief efforts is by making cash contributions to humanitarian organizations that 

are conducting relief operations. A list of humanitarian organizations that are accepting cash donations for disaster 

responses around the world can be found at www.interaction.org. 

 USAID encourages cash donations because they allow aid professionals to procure the exact items needed (often in the 

affected region); reduce the burden on scarce resources (such as transportation routes, staff time, and warehouse space); 

can be transferred very quickly and without transportation costs; support the economy of the disaster-stricken region; and 

ensure culturally, dietary, and environmentally appropriate assistance. 

 More information can be found at: 

­ USAID Center for International Disaster Information: www.cidi.org or +1.202.821.1999. 

­ Information on relief activities of the humanitarian community can be found at www.reliefweb.int. 

 

 

USAID/OFDA bulletins appear on the USAID website at 

http://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/working-crises-and-conflict/responding-times-crisis/where-we-work 

http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.usaid.gov/what-we-do/working-crises-and-conflict/responding-times-crisis/where-we-work

